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BAIL REFORM

Strengthening the Bail Act to build safer regional communities.

SUMMARY

There is widespread community concern - often highlighted by particular
cases where bail decisions have resulted in significant harms, including deaths
- that government is not getting the bail balance right.

We need to shift the balance more towards protecting the community from

harm by providing clearer guidance on when bail should not be granted,

including for the most serious offences, for repeat offenders and for those who q
offend while on bail.

The Bail Act 2013 provides the legislative framework for decisions as to
whether a person who is accused of an offence, or is otherwise required to
appear before a court, should be detained or released, with or without
conditions.

It seeks to weigh up risks, including a risk that the accused will endanger the
safety of victims, individuals or the community, against the common law
presumption of innocence and the general right to be at liberty.

Bail in the NSW justice system is in dire need of reform to shift the balance
towards community safety by strengthening the Bail Act.

As part of our plan for a safer regional NSW, we will strengthen the Bail Act
by:

¢ Expanding the definition of repeat offences beyond serious break and
enter and motor vehicle theft, to include all serious indictable offences
like murder or sexual assault.

¢ |Introducing electronic monitoring and a mandatory curfew as conditions
of bail.

e Revoking bail if there is a breach of the bail conditions, if another charge
is laid while on bail, or if there is any interference with the electronic
monitoring device.

The NSW Nationals want to restore confidence in the NSW justice system by
building safer regional communities.
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