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A PLAN TO BACK BIOSECURITY

Delivering a five-point plan to strengthen our State’s biosecurity.

SUMMARY

Agriculture contributes approximately $25.5 billion per year to the NSW
economy. The sector is one of NSW’s most productive and important
industries, yet farmers face a system weighed down by excessive regulation,

rising costs, and decisions made far from regional communities.

Invasive species and biosecurity threats have become commonplace under
Labor. A strong case-in-point is the explosion of the feral pig population across
NSW, with Western NSW being most affected.

Our five point plan for biosecurity and feral pig control would mean:

$300 million record investment in environmental and agricultural assets

The NSW Nationals will fund a $300million biosecurity and control program
for the coordination and management of feral animals to protect and conserve
our environment and critical primary industries sector.

We’ll drive local control programs where it is needed most, incorporating local
views and expertise in an all-out attack on ferals, to bring numbers down and
keep them down.

The NSW Nationals support farmers and want to grow the agricultural sector

$300 million record investment in environmental and agricultural assets
over 5 years.

Immediate action recognising urgency and taking advantage of
conditions.

Practical changes to allow farmers to get on with the job.

Make public land part of the solution not the problem.

Trial of a targeted bounty scheme.

in NSW.
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THE DETAIL

The $300 million commitment will include:

Improved on-ground action and local coordination across all tenures with more boots on the ground
Increased funding for control programs, meaning more pigs are killed

More and better traps

Aerial shooting over more country for longer periods

Thermal imaging and drone technology to detect and track pigs

Exclusion fencing to protect environmental and agricultural assets

Support for baiting shooting and trapping programs

More targeted research for biological and other novel controls

Establishing permanent regional rapid response teams to target outbreaks before populations expand.

Immediate action recognising urgency and taking advantage of conditions

Investment in biosecurity is needed now. Seasonal conditions in some areas make now an ideal time to increase
activity as drought conditions are less favourable to pig numbers and lack of water concentrates pigs around
permanent water sources.

Practical changes to allow farmers to get on with the job.

Historically, landholders were able to purchase concentrated 1080 (sodium fluoroacetate) powder or liquid directly
from rural suppliers and prepare baits themselves. Now they need to undertake a chemcert course and can only
access 1080 from the LLS. We will allow farmers to access 1080 without a chemcert provided they meet with an LLS
officer to discuss the basics of 1080 use at the time they collect the baits. We will introduce a specific statutory duty
on Crown land managers to actively control priority pest animals, including feral pigs, rather than relying only on the
general biosecurity duty. We propose to make it an active obligation, that way crown lands become part of the
solution and not the problem. We will introduce annual public reporting requirements for government agencies
managing Crown land to demonstrate pig control activity and outcomes, strengthen penalties where unmanaged land
is contributing to reinfestation onto neighbouring properties, and streamline approvals for coordinated aerial baiting
and trapping operations during drought and post-flood population surges.

Make public land part of the solution - not the problem.

We will introduce mandatory cross-tenure control programs so private landholders, councils and Crown land
managers coordinate control simultaneously - meaning all landholders will pull their weight.

We propose reforms to create a specific legal duty requiring private landholders, Carbon farms and set aside area
owners, Crown land managers, councils and public agencies to undertake coordinated feral pig control in declared
high-risk areas as declared by Local Land Services.

Trial of a targeted bounty scheme.

A NSW feral pig bounty trial will operate as a tightly controlled 12-24-month pilot in high-impact regional areas,
targeting severe agricultural and environmental damage. Registered hunters, landholders and approved pest
controllers could receive a verified payment per pig, between $20-$50, with strict compliance measures such as
GPS-tagged photos, landholder consent and physical verification. The scheme would work alongside existing aerial
shooting, trapping and 1080 baiting programs and include private land, Crown land, state forests and national parks
where authorised. Administration will be coordinated through Local Land Services, with the trial assessed against
reductions in pig numbers, farm damage and overall cost effectiveness before any broader rollout.




