iINATIONALS
for Regional NSW

REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE GUARANTEE

25% of the people live in regional NSW,
so they should get at least 25% of the funding.

SUMMARY

In four short years under Chris Minns, Anthony Albanese and Labor
governments, basic infrastructure in regional NSW has fallen into disrepair.

Based on an analysis of Labor’s budget papers, the share of funding regional
NSW is getting for important projects has fallen to only 13%.

When 25% of people in NSW live outside Sydney, Newcastle and
Wollongong, this isn’t even close to fair.

In 2025, the NRMA estimated the road funding backlog in regional NSW to be
$2.8 billion - and that’s just council roads.

In 2026, the Auditor-General found that Labor had used money set aside for
projects outside Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong, for road upgrades like
the Bulli Bypass and off ramps of the M1 at Dapto.

These are worthy projects, but as the Auditor-General identified, the projects
did not fit the definition of that fund to “improve economic development in
regional NSW and, for that purpose, to fund infrastructure projects that
primarily benefit regional NSW.”

Tackling the housing crisis, fixing our health system, and making sure country
people aren’t being left behind is not possible without a strong focus on
building the projects we need in regional NSW.

Establishing a guarantee of at least 25% of new infrastrucutre funding
to projects in regional NSW will set the framework for regional villages,
towns and cities to reach their full potential.

If we are elected to government in 2027, the infrastructure guarantee will
apply to new hospitals and schools, to water and roads, to rail and bridges,
and to all new State government infrastructure projects in regional NSW.
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