iNATIONALS
for Regional NSW

A FAIRER ENERGY PLAN

Labor’s delivery of renewable energy projects in regional NSW has left
communities divided, the environment threatened and energy prices rising.
We’'ll deliver a fairer energy plan for NSW.

SUMMARY

The NSW Nationals acknowledge the rollout of Renewable Energy Zones began in 2020
under a former Liberal and Nationals government. At that stage, we were supportive of
new economic activity in regional NSW, and developing a stronger energy grid.

Since Labor took government in 2023, regional NSW has been shut out. What began as a
program that intended clear, consistent and fair engagement and partnership with
regional communities has deteriorated into a program that has neglected engagement
and damaged confidence in regional NSW.

A recent NSW Parliamentary Inquiry found, among other things, that:

“The NSW Government has presided over the rollout of Renewable Energy Zones without
a coherent, enforceable, whole-of-government planning framework, resulting in
predictable and avoidable harm to rural and regional communities.”

The NSW Nationals want to right these wrongs and prevent future harm by reforming
how the energy system is being delivered.

The NSW Nationals will:

1.Immediately review the scope and scale of the New England REZ. A revised New
England REZ will not include the construction of 500kv transmission lines.
Upgrades to existing transmission infrastructure will be prioritised.

2.Deliver more energy generation closer to where it’s used by creating Urban
REZs across Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong. These Urban REZs will unlock
an untapped energy resource by supporting industrial precincts, commercial
buildings, apartment complexes and local communities, to better utilise solar and
battery technology, generating and storing power closer to where it is consumed.

3.Establish the Outback Renewable Energy Zone as part of a more diverse and
resilient energy system for NSW. The Far West region has some of the state's
strongest solar resources and significant potential for renewable generation and
storage. This will be delivered in consultation and partnership with communities in
the far west of NSW, rather than being imposed on them.

These changes are part of our plan for a fairer energy system in regional NSW.
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